
Sacramento Cactus & Succulent Society

Have you been collecting and hoarding succulents 

and cacti in nursery pots for years? Struggling to 

get started turning your collection into a garden 

showcase? Kyle will be speaking about overcoming 

the hurdles of creating your dream succulent 

garden. This includes design elements, mound 

building techniques, soil mixtures, irrigation, 

container gardening and evaluating microclimates. 

Kyle is a self-taught plant/gardener enthusiast who 

enjoys creating spaces where the magnificent plant 

world can be admired by humans and pollinators 

alike. Hopefully you can incorporate some of his 

concepts into your own gardens.
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Announcements January Program

December   Meeting:



January 22nd 2024

6:15pm -9:15pm

Shepard Garden 

& Art Center



Doors open at 6:15 for 
setup up. Dinner  begins 
at 7 PM.



Open to the public. 

No admission fee. 

Free parking. 
Refreshments served.

Kyle Johnson: 

Creating a Dynamic Succulent Garden
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January Program

January 2024

Kyle is a professional geologist with the Central 
Valley Water Quality Control Board and works on 
environmental cleanups for the State’s legacy gold, 
copper, and mercury mines. He grew up in Tucson, 
Arizona and attended the University of Arizona. In 
2016, he and his partner Hannah moved to 
Sacramento from Anchorage, Alaska and in 2018 
purchased their first home in the Tahoe Park 
Community. In 2019, Kyle stumbled across Gerhard 
Bock’s Succulents and More blog on everything 
succulent-related and quickly got inspired. Over the 
past 5 years, he has worked relentlessly creating a 
garden filled with succulents, cacti, CA natives, and 
perennials. He has a true admiration for aloes, with 
over 200 species/hybrids planted. Kyle also uses 
his garden as an outlet for creating metal and rock 
art, among other whimsical objects.

Kyle’s garden has been featured on the Tahoe Park 
Community Garden Tour (2020, 2022, upcoming 
2024), Succulents and More (the latest post found 
here: (https://
www.succulentsandmore.com/2023/02/more-
rocks-more-plants-update-on.html), and a 2023 
SCSS open house.





https://www.succulentsandmore.com/
https://www.succulentsandmore.com/
https://www.succulentsandmore.com/2023/02/more-rocks-more-plants-update-on.html
https://www.succulentsandmore.com/2023/02/more-rocks-more-plants-update-on.html
https://www.succulentsandmore.com/2023/02/more-rocks-more-plants-update-on.html
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Board and Committee Chairs Birthdays

President:

Mariel Dennis



Vice-President/Program Chair:

Theresa Roberts



Secretary: Gerhard Bock



Treasurer: Greg Lang



Board of Directors:

Penny Newell, Carole Hada, Tina

Marie, Steve Goodman, Ex Officio

Tina Micheal Ruse



CSSA Affiliate:

Mariel Dennis



Librarian:

George Krigas



Membership/Roster:

Carole Hada



Mini Show:

Linda Partmann



Newsletter:

Eve Milan



Drawing Tickets:

Cindy Morales



Refreshments:

Michele Swanberg & Elaine

Thomas



Annual Country Store:

Bill McCabe



Sunshine Corner:

Cherry Dulaney



Webmaster:

Gerhard Bock



Annual Show & Plant Sale:

Mariel Dennis/Keith Taylor

Co-chairs

February Birthdays

01 Celi Sandoval

07 Victor Rosaria

07 Nick Wilkinson

13 Alex Rigg

15 Jeannie Saraceni

17 Martin Gill


19 Fannicesha Jesse

19 Richard Withers

25 J.C, Carrillo

25 Kevin Heider

25 Peter Beiersdorfer

Saguaro Sam Says: 
2024 Membership

Dues are Due

Memberships forms

 available at our meetings

or on the website: 
www.sacramentocss.com



Delinquent on December 31st. 
Please pay dues if you have not 
already. Form attached.






Welcome New Members: 

Mike & Sally Giarrussoa and

 Zachary Bauman

January 2024

DELINQUENT
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2024 Mini Show Schedule  

Contact Carole Hada to order yours!

akacejay@comcast.net


Payment due at time of ordering.  (cash or check)


SCSS NAME BADGES:  $12.50



SCSS Name Badges

Month               Cactus                         Succulent

Sunshine Corner

Sunshine 

Corner

This past fall, our friends Carole Hada and Elaine & Terry Thomas 

received Sunshine cards. Sending them our best wishes.


If you know any club member who could use a note of 

encouragement, please let me know at cdaf182@gmail.com, 

using the Subject SCSS Sunshine. Cherry DuLaney, Sunshine Chair

January 2024

January


February


March


April


May


June


July 


August


September


October 


November


December


Spiral Cactus


Opuntia


Mammillaria


Parodia


Gymnocalycium


Astrophytum


Rebutia


Ariocarpus



Stapelia 


Schlumbergera



Spiral Cactus


Opuntia


Mammillaria


Parodia


Gymnocalycium


Astrophytum


Rebutia


Ariocarpus



Stapelia 


Schlumbergera



Country Store – No Mini Show

Holiday Party – No Mini Show

mailto:cdaf182@gmail.com
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Janurary Mini Show

January 2024

For January the selected cactus variety is any spiral cactus and succlent, Aeonium! I 
know you have them, let's bring them in. For those of you at the Holiday Dinner, the 
prizes I think were awesome. First place winners got their very own Keith Kitoi Taylor 
pot, and second place winners got their very own Linda Partmann pot. We did not 
have enough participation during the year for third place winners. I hope this changes 
in the new year!!



Cacti are a large group of plants, many of which are native to dry regions across the 
world. Their very minimal care needs, unique foliage, and bohemian-feel make th.ese 
plants a must have for plant lovers. There are a few varieties that have a lovely spiral 
or twisted form, such as Cereus forbesii 'spiralis', which is a vibrant member of the 
Cereus genus! Another interesting but different spiral is the Eulychnia Castanea 
Spiralis. Let's see yours!



The Aeonium is a fairly common succulent, but one of my favorites, especially this 
time of year because it is summer dormant and really beautiful this time of year when 
it gets more water. While they can be really big, I am sure some of you have some 
smaller examples that will be easy to bring to the Mini Show! Let's see them!

Aeoniums Eulychnias
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2024 CACTUS AND SUCCULENT CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

January 2024
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January 2024

2024 CACTUS AND SUCCULENT CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
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2024 EPIPHYLLUM CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS


January 2024

2024 CACTUS AND SUCCULENT CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
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In Memory

January 2024

Mabel was given an Honorary Life Membership in the Sacramento Cactus and 
Succulent Society for her contributions to our yearly show and sale and for 
being an advocate for our club.  She has not been at the Center for numerous 
years but some members still keep in contact.  A card will be sent to her family.



Contributed by Marilynn Vilas
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